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S THEY perched on barren hills on the wrong
side of the world, hopelessly outnumbered by an
almost suicidal enemy, April 23 soon became a
scene of relentless horror for the 4,000 British
troops caught up in this country’s bloodiest
battle since World War II.

Little wonder that those who saw it have never regarded St George’s
Day — and the two days which followed — in the same way since.
Indeed, were it not for some exceptional courage and fine leadership, it
might have gone down in history as the St George’s Day Massacre.

As it was, more than 1,000 British soldiers would be killed, wounded
or captured by the end of a battle, which has often been likened to the
British stand against the Zulus at Rorke’s Drift.

And yet, today, the Battle of the Imjin River is fast fading from the
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Before the outbreak of war in 1950,
many Westerners would have been
hard-pushed to find Korea on a map. A
once-proud country, it had latterly
become a brutalised colony of the
Japanese. 

At the end of World War II, it was
carved up by the superpowers with the
Russians assuming control of the
north, while the United States
supervised the south. Each power duly
installed its own puppet regime, but, in
1950, the communist regime in the
North invaded the South.

Would this herald World War III?
America was not prepared to see
communism triumph on its own patch
and sent in troops. 

Eventually, the U.S.-backed South
Koreans pushed the communists back
as far as the Chinese border. This
caused paranoia in Peking and China
deployed hundreds of thousands of
troops who drove the Western forces
back south again. 

By now, Britain had got involved and
was soon part of the international
coalition driving the communists back
north. By April 1951, the allies were
holding the line 40 miles north of Seoul.
It was, though, only a matter of time
before the communists had another go.

In the early hours of April 23, they
did. And the spearhead of their attack
was across the Imjin River where the
British were guarding its banks. 

Known as 29th Brigade, they came
from three regiments — the Glosters,
the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers
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national memory. World War II has
already been downgraded in favour of
‘life skills’ by the dismal tenth-raters in
charge of our school curriculum. 

Given that many young people think
that Churchill is a nodding dog from a
television commercial, what hope is
there for the poor, forgotten Korean
War? What chance is there that future
generations will grasp the importance
of a three-year conflict which 
claimed more British lives than 
Iraq, Afghanistan and the Falklands
combined?

For the veterans of the Imjin,
however, this week in April always
brings back memories of savage 
hand-to-hand fighting and bayonet
charges against an invasion force of
more than 300,000 manic Chinese
attackers. 

‘I always put up the flag on St
George’s Day and think of my mates,’
says David Binding, 78. ‘My best friend
— Reg Gilding — he’s still back there.
They never found his body.’

In 1951, Mr Binding was a young
private in the regiment which has gone
down in military history for its prowess
at the Imjin — ‘The Glorious Glosters’,
as the Gloucestershire Regiment is
known. By the end of the battle,
though, his regiment had almost
ceased to exist.

SO NOW, as an enthralling,
action-packed new book
relives every moment of that
astonishing battle, it is worth
recalling the fiercest St

George’s Day of modern times.
Because, even if much of England —
and Britain — has forgotten the events
of April 1951, the South Koreans have
certainly not.

To this day, any Commonwealth or
American veteran of the Korean War
can expect an emotional welcome
when they return to the ‘Land of the
Morning Calm’. And the South
Koreans certainly know the story of
what happened in the valleys and
mountains around ‘Gloster Hill’.
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